
Donna H. White receive annual LPGA T&CP national awards presented by Etonic

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla., Oct. 6, 2008 - The Ladies Professional Golf Association (LPGA) Teaching and Club Professional (T&CP) membership has selected the following members for national recognition as a result of their achievements in 2008: Michelle Melia, Fairleigh Dickenson University, Teaneck, N.J., Coach of the Year; Karen Palacios-Jansen, Swing Blade Golf, Inc., Mooresville, N.C., Teacher of the Year; and Donna White, Golf Professional Services, Inc., West Palm Beach, Fla., Professional of the Year. The awards are presented by Etonic and winners are selected by the LPGA T&CP membership's Executive Committee from the pool of sectional award winners voted on by the members of the five regional sections: Central, Midwest, Northeast, Southeast and Western.
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Etonic

Following a successful amateur career, White earned her LPGA Tour card in 1977, which was the beginning of a career that would result in three Tour victories prior to her retirement in 1992. In 1995, she formed Golf Professional Services, Inc., which strives to provide affordable, quality merchandise to the golfing public and grow the game. That year, her business took off after being awarded the professional concession contract for Okeeheelee Golf Course. In 2007, two more Palm Beach County owed facilities were awarded to Golf Professional Services, Inc.: Park Ridge Golf Course and John Prince Golf Learning Center in South Florida.

"Naturally, I'm honored and elated to have been nominated at the section level and selected at the executive level is a thrill and honor for me," White said. "I have a great team of 13 to 14 professional staff around me to help. I couldn't do it by myself. It's been a neat journey and would not be possible without the support and partnership of Palm Beach County Parks and Recreation Department”
Under White's guidance, overall merchandise sales at the facilities have increased. With the growth, the facilities have expanded their in-house demo days, which allow customers to sample and try the equipment before purchasing. Junior golf is a priority, as well, through the Junior Golf Foundation of America (JGFA) - which White also co-founded with Bobby Brown in 1997 (formerly Okeeheelee Junior Golf Foundation). The JGFA was created to help promote affordable junior golf opportunities. Juniors in the community can be involved in a five-tournament summer series; LPGA-USGA Girls Golf, which White is the site director; Hook-A-Kid league on Tuesdays and High School league on Sundays, to name a few. White also promotes multiple Play Golf America initiatives throughout the year.

"Junior golf has been a huge priority for me. We've been instrumental in starting several of the comprehensive programs for juniors," she said. "My true passion is education, teaching and coaching. I've been lucky to be able to blend all of that because I have strong head pros at each facility. That's the biggest thing for me - to see the kids I coach go to PGA programs, get scholarships to college or work in the industry somewhere."

With the ability to reach customers via newsletters and four Web sites that the staff of Golf Professional Services, Inc., maintains, they organize, conduct and score tournaments and leagues for adults. Being able to reach out and be active in the community through organizing committees for professional Tour events, as well as via school boards and other organizations is crucial to White's desire to grow the game on all levels. 

Her tireless efforts to strengthen the game of golf among all facets of the community have earned White well-deserved recognition within the industry, including being named to the inaugural LPGA Top-50 Teacher list, one of GOLF Magazine's top 100 instructors; a three-time Golf For Women magazine top 50 teacher; LPGA and PGA Merchandiser of the Year honors; PGA of America Presidents Council; and a top 100 range by Golf Range magazine. In August 2006 & 2007, White served as a rules official for the Sky Caddie LPGA Teaching and Club Professional (T&CP) Championship.

The LPGA Professional of the Year Award presented by Etonic was established in 1980 and is awarded annually to a female golf professional involved directly in the entire golf operation.


About the LPGA Teaching and Club Professionals
The LPGA Teaching and Club Professional (T&CP) membership, founded in 1959, has enjoyed an unprecedented rate of growth in recent years and boasts the largest membership of women golf professionals in the world. With over 1,200 members, the LPGA Teaching and Club Professionals are dedicated to the advancement of golf through teaching, coaching and managing golf facilities. Its national member programs including teaching, coaching, business management and leadership skills training programs and conferences, tournaments, employment services, online education and junior golf programs. LPGA T&CP members also teach and support the LPGA's various grassroots programs that are working to increase the involvement of women and youth in golf, as well as contribute to the growth of the sport overall including LPGA-USGA Girls Golf, LPGA Tour Junior Clinics and the LPGA Golf Clinics for Women. The LPGA is headquartered in Daytona Beach, Fla. For more in formation on the LPGA, log on to www.LPGA.com
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